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Feb. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

Remarks Welcoming Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany
February 9, 1995

Chancellor Kohl, members of the German
delegation, distinguished guests, on behalf of the
American people, it is a distinct honor to wel-
come back to Washington the leader of one
of our closest allies and one of the preeminent
statesmen of our time, Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

Today marks another stride in our extraor-
dinary journey together, one that has lasted
nearly half a century. It began with reconstruc-
tion after one devastating war and a common
effort to deter another. Today, Germany and
the United States enjoy the fruits of our perse-
verance and our friendship. Because our nations
have stood shoulder-to-shoulder for so long, last
summer Chancellor Kohl and I could walk
through the Brandenburg Gate together without
checkpoints, without armed sentries.

Now our two nations must continue our jour-
ney together with the same resolve we have
shown in the past. Today we renew and reaffirm

our vital partnership. Together we will work to
support continued reform in Russia and the
Newly Independent States, a cause in which
Chancellor Kohl has shown such extraordinary
leadership. We will consider how to move to-
ward NATO’s expansion to Europe’s new de-
mocracies and how to adapt the international
institutions to serve us for the next 50 years.
Working together to solve the new problems
we face and to create a truly integrated Europe,
this is exactly how two great democracies should
mark their successes and look toward the future.

Chancellor Kohl, in the spirit of friendship
and gratitude and with great hope for the future,
it is a personal honor on behalf of all the people
of the United States to welcome you back to
the White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Chancellor
Helmut Kohl of Germany
February 9, 1995

1996 Presidential Campaign
Q. Mr. President, have you heard that former

Vice President Quayle has decided not to run
for the Republican nomination?

The President. I was literally—I was informed
of that 3 minutes ago.

Q. What do you think about it?
The President. I’m a little surprised. But it’s

a hard decision, and it’s an intensely personal
one. I wish him well. I know it must have been
a difficult decision for him.

Death of J. William Fulbright
Q. Do you have anything to say, sir, about

Senator Fulbright?
The President. Yes. As you know, he was a

very close friend of mine. And if it hadn’t been
for him, I don’t think I’d be here today. I had
a wonderful visit with him and with Mrs. Ful-
bright over Christmas. They came to the White
House to see the decorations, and we had a

great, great visit. And I was in his home a few
weeks before that. So I’ve kept in close touch
with him in these months of his illness.

He made an amazing contribution to the life
of our country and, of course, to our home
State. And he was a great inspiration to thou-
sands and thousands of us who were young
when he was a Senator and serving. And the
country is in his debt.

Q. Do you think you’ll go to his funeral?
The President. I certainly hope so. We’re—

I was informed early, early this morning that
he had died during the night, and I told the
folks to try to work it out.

Surgeon General Nominee Foster
Q. What do you think of Dr. Foster’s per-

formance on ‘‘Nightline’’?
The President. I’m sorry to say I didn’t see

it because I went to bed early last night; I
was very tired. But I heard he did quite well.
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